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Editorial 
Here we go! 

Dear students, instructors, sponsors, and friends of WSKF USA, 
 
Starting today, BUDO tips® will be published quarterly, in an effort to bring together the Shotokan 
Karate-do community of the United States of America, and to build bridges between martial arts enthu-
siasts, WSKF members and Olympic hopefuls, with other NGO’s, the corporate world, and government 
agencies of interest, by sharing our news and ideals. 

This, our second issue (the first full-text edition) features four sections: 
 

☯ BUDO: Dealing with the principles of values of Karate-do, featuring this time Sensei Gichin 
Funakoshi's “20 Rules”. 

☯ Technique: Dealing with important issues for the practitioner and competitor, covering to-
day the painstaking road to The Olympic Games, Tokyo 2020. 

☯ Management: Edited for the Sensei, Instructors and Investors, dealing this time with the 
challenges of fundraising, and the philanthropic work of the WSKF USA® Foundation. 

☯ News: Including mentions of the III Open ShotoCup and a sad "in Memoriam" insert, 
plus two subsections: 
☯ Upcoming US events 
☯ F.Y.I.: Which brings important news for the karate world. 

 

We invite you to share this, and all upcoming issues with your students and colleagues, and to help in 
our efforts to support and sponsor the US Team on its long road to the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, 
which includes this year’s World Shotokan Karate-do Championship, the US Open and other 
events. 

Please send us your comments and suggestions, and share your news for publication. 

Best regards, 
 

YÜtÇv|ávÉ ]A dâxäxwÉ 
WSKF USA® Foundation  

wskf.usa.foundation@gmail.com  
 

BUDO tips® is a registered trademark of the WSKF Venezuela Sports Foundation 
WSKF USA is a trademark in process. 

WSKF USA® Foundation 



Section I: Budo 

We share with our readers the “20 Rules” of Karate-do, written by Sensei Gichin Funakoshi, founder of 

the Shotokan style: 

☯ Karate begins and ends with re-
spect (“Rei”)  

☯ There is no first strike in karate. 

☯ Karate is an aid to justice. 

☯ First know yourself before at-
tempting to know others. 

☯ Spirit first, technique second. 

☯ Always be ready to open your 
mind, let go of your thoughts. 

☯ Accidents arise from negligence. 

☯ Do not think that karate training 
is only in the dojo (it is a way of 
life). 

☯ It will take your entire life to learn 
karate, there is no limit. 

☯ Put your everyday living into kara-
te and you will find "Myo" (subtle secrets). 

☯ Karate is like boiling water, if you do not heat it constantly, it will cool. 

☯ Do not think that you have to win, think rather that you do not have to lose. 

☯ Victory depends on your ability to distinguish vulnerable points from invulnerable ones. 

☯ The out come of the battle depends on how you handle weakness and strength. 

☯ Think of your opponents hands and feet as swords. 

☯ When you leave home, think that you have numerous opponents waiting for you.  

☯ Beginners must master low stance and posture, natural body positions are for the advanced. 

☯ Practicing a kata exactly is one thing, engaging in a real fight is another. 

☯ Do not forget to correctly apply: strength and swiftness of power, stretching and contraction of  

the body, and slowness and speed of techniques.  

☯ Always think and devise ways to live the precepts of karate-do every day. 

We, in WSKF (The World Shotokan Karate-do Federation) practice “Budo”, that is, we abide by the 

rules and principles of integrity and character, correctness, punctuality, loyalty, constant improvement, 

respect, and non-violence. That is our “Dojo Kun”, a promise we make everyday when we train, a code 

we live by.  
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Section II: Technique 
“The Olympic Cycle” 

The Olympic Cycle in Karate be-

gins next year. The ranking will 

be opened by the WKF World 

Championship, the continental 

championships and the Premier 

League; the second stage is 

represented by the qualifiers of 

2020, in the first quarter; and 

the last will respond to the 

premise of universality 

(representation of a maximum 

of National Olympic Committees 

possible), which will most likely 

imply a revision of the world 

ranking.  

“Independently of the ranking, which will be written over in 2018, when the classifying process be-

gins, it is important to get a head start, with acquired prestige and credentials, because it is not the 

same to arrive to a Premier League event as an unknown, than arriving as a respected figure whom 

the judges already know, as is the case of (Venezuelan) Antonio Díaz”, said Andrés Madera, bronze 

medalist in Linz, and most importantly, gold in the Paris Open in February. “We have to try out this 

year, because the national federations will be looking for Olympic prospects to hedge their bets now”, 

concluded the champ in a recent interview. “Two years is too little”, he quipped. 

New Rules: The Paris Open brought out a new rule. In case of a tie, whomever scored the first 

point will win the match. WKF could bring out other changes to make the sport swifter, more attrac-

tive and easier to understand for the public. Competitors must get acquainted with these changes.  

Money Matters: The rule says that only the two top athletes of each category should be placed in 

the National Team. But, not every country has the means or the budget to cover the expenses, so in 

some cases, third, fourth and fifth-seeded athletes who find sponsors can take their place, says a 

member of the Olympic Committee that requested to remain anonymous. 

As always, some athletes will jump countries, as their residence, nationality, and budget, allows them 

to represent a different flag. Some old faces may be seen in new places, in Tokyo 2020. 
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The history of the WSKF Venezuela Sports Foundation is a success story. Registered in 2008, it 
has risen more that Bs. 40 million  from private and public sponsors (roughly US$ 4 million at the 
official rate of exchange which is severely limited to food and medicine imports, and for sports, with 
specific restrictions as the needed approval of the Ministry of Sports, which they have), to cover the 
expense of traveling with the Venezuelan Team, plus the technical and medical staff, to World 
Shotokan Karate-do events in Cyprus, Tokyo, and Azerbaijan, and in doing so, it helped them win 
a whooping 205 medals. 

Sponsorship has risen from  
46% to over 100%, thus al-
lowing a healthy surplus to op-
erate, and fund other social 
causes, oriented to needy chil-
dren. The Foundation owns the 
trademark "BUDO tips®" we 
proudly use.  

The WSKF USA® Founda-
tion, a non-profit organization 
registered in the State of New 
Jersey, aims to mimic this sto-
ry, by helping private and pub-
lic socially responsible organi-
zations sponsor the American 
Team all the way to the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic Games.  

The fundraising challenge requires, first, building a data base of corporations, government agencies, 
and non-government organizations (NGO's) which share an interest in sports, and that may wish to 
support the development of Karate-Do as a martial art and way of life; second, having the appropri-
ate tools, official accreditations, and established processes; then, third, these relations must be 
properly nurtured; and fourth, of course, credentials must be secured in the form of medals and VIP 
endorsements. All of this requires skills, and a dedicated effort, most sports organizations lack. 

The Foundation must also help organize and sponsor seminars and special training sessions to insure 
success on the sports side, as well as the participation of athletes in WSKF and WKF sanctioned 
championships in the US and the Americas, to calibrate their level.  

Fundraising is a delicate process that requires the proper approach. We invite all WSKF members in 
the US, and other dojos and clubs interested in joining the organization, to join forces in this beauti-
ful challenge, and certainly costly road to, Tokyo 2020.   

And of course, we appreciate the support of our distinguished sponsors. 

Section III: Management 
“Fundraising: it’s do or die!”  
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☯ III Open ShotoCup  
  

The third edition of the Open ShotoCup was held in the 
Simon Bolivar University campus,  in the city of Ca-
racas, this weekend. Over 1,000 competitors crowded the 
Gym, from all states, with special guests from Latin Ameri-
can countries, and different Shotokan organizations. Diego 
Korban took the gold in the coveted Adult Black Belt com-
petition. 

 
☯ In Memoriam: Larry Kelley (1954 - 2017), rip 
 

A tragic accident last Friday, February 17th, near Belch-
ertown, Massachusetts, took our friend, top competitor, 
successful sensei, UMass graduate, Star Trek® fan, and 
City Hall activist. He will be missed. Godspeed, Larry!  

 
☯ NY International Open         ʘ US Open 
 Queens College, NY: March 24, 2017   Las Vegas, Nevada: April 12-16, 2017 

 

☯ Supreme Court Rules Against Plaintiff who Sued for Injuries in Karate Class 
The Indiana Lawyer, Dave Stafford, February 16, 2017 

A woman who sued a karate classmate when she was injured by 
an instructor’s jump-kick cannot prove recklessness, the Indiana 
Supreme Court ruled Thursday, extending its jurisprudence ap-
plied to torts arising from sports injuries. “As a matter of law, 
when a sports participant injures someone while engaging in 
conduct ordinary in the sport — without intent or recklessness — 
the participant does not breach a duty,” cited the ruling.  

Section IV: WSKF News 
“Upcoming events and F.Y.I.” 


